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1. Introduction 
The relief, lithology substrate and climate specific to Romania, together with deforestation (Jarosz,1996) 
mentioned in this paper and land management manner, has led to increased river network flood processes and 
soil erosion. Within large areas of the country these processes, achieved in the mountain and high hills regions, 
seriously affect water management systems activities and of hydropower interest, the ways of communication, 
various localities, industrial plants, agricultural lands and forestry, forest roads and other economic and social 
objectives. At the European level at the moment, Romania ranks 13 in terms of percentage of reforestation, 
being 5.1 percent below the European average of 32.4%. In terms of forest area compared to the the number of 
inhabitants, Romania ranks 10 in Europe with 0.30 ha / capita, first coming the Nordic countries Finland, 
Sweden and Norway. Forestry fund situation of the country compared to other European countries is presented 
in Table 1 below. 
Table 1 – Ranking of countries according to the size of of the forest fund. 
No. crt Contry 
Forestry fund(1000 
ha) 
% of the country 
surface 
1 Sweden              28,203      62.6 
2 Finland              22,157      65.5 
3 Spain              18,173      36 
4 France               15,954      28.9 
5 Germany               11,076      31 
6  Poland                9,337      29.9 
7 Italy                9,149      30.4 
8 Romania                6,519      27.3 
9 Bulgaria                3,927      35.4 
10 Greece                 3,903      29.6 
11 Austria                 3,887      46.4 
12 Portugal                3,456      37.5 
13 Latvia                 3,354      51.9 
14 United Kingdom                 2,881      11.8 
15 Czech Republic                2,657      33.7 
16 Estonia                 2,217      49 
17 Lithuania                 2,160      33.1 
18 Hungary                2,029      21.8 
19 Slovakia                 1,933      39.4 
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20 Slovenia                 1,253      61.8 
21 Irland                   739      10.5 
22 Belgium                   678      22.2 
23 Denmark                    544      12.6 
24 Holland                    365      8.8 
25 Luxembourg                      87      33.6 
 
Forest fund of Romania occupies an area of 6.496 million. Hectares, of which the area actually covered by 
forest is 6,335 million. Hectares, the remaining 0.161 million ha is land intended for cultivation, production, 
forest administration, forest roads, unproductive lands occupations and litigation, temporary removal of forest. 
Forestry fund in Romania occupies an area of less than one third of the country, below the EU average, which is 
about 36%.(National Agency for Environmental Protection, 2012) In 2012 total forest component was 
represented: 30% softwood forests, 68% deciduous woods and 2% other land. 
 
Table 2 – Total forest component in romania, 2012 
Forest component Surface( percentages
Sooftwood 30% 
deciduous wood 68% 
other land 2% 
 
2. Evolution of Forestry fund in Romania 
  
Table 3 - Evolution of the forest area, by use categories during 2006 – 2012 
Categories of use Forestry fund area (thousand hectares) 
 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Total Forestry fund 6,427  6,485 6,470 6,495 6,515 6,522 6,529 
The forest area of which: 6,272  6,315 6,309 6,334 6,354 6,362 6,373 
- softwood 1,893  1,920 1,938 1,935 1,941 1,947 1,945 
- deciduous 4,379  4,395 4,371 4,399 4,413 4,415 4,428 
Other forestry fund lands 155  170 161 161 161 157 156 
 
Forestry fund area in Romania increased almost unnoticeable in 2012, by 0.1% from 2011, to 6.529 million 
hectares, and the volume of timber harvested legally, over 19.2 million cubic meters, increased by 3 1%, the 
National Institute of Statistics announced on Friday (NIS). The increase of 0.1% is mainly due to 
refurbishments in wooded lawns and introduction of degraded and others deforested lands in the forestry fund. 
(Wall-Street.ro,2013) In the period 1990-2012, Forestry fund surface, state ownership, was reduced to 
3,028,762 ha through restitution to individuals and legal entities, following the application of the laws on the 
land fund. The forest land restitution to former owners or to their descendants is still ongoing. It is estimated 
that an area of about 561,168.84 ha returned or are in various stages of administrative or judicial process of 
restitution without the conditions provided by law, being deemed to be contentious. (Accounts Court of 
Romania, 2013) 
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RNP-Romsilva, based on legal regulations, develop annual harvest programs that establish the maximum 
volume of timber to be harvested from forests owned by the state. From the analysis, it was found that in 2010 
were harvested 16.992 thousand cubic meters of wood, and in 2011 the amount of timber harvested has 
increased to 18,705 thousand cubic meters respectively with about 10.1%. (Accounts Court of Romania, 2013)  
3. Forestry fund exploitation in Romania and illegal logging 
The counties with the largest areas affected by deforestation are Alba, Cluj, Maramureú, Suceava, Arges 
and Vrancea. Deforestation has continued in recent years: for example, in 2012 the damage caused by the theft 
of wood from the forests of Romania reached 5.7 million euros (25.2 million ROL), according to figures 
obtained by the daily newspaper Gandul, from the Ministry of  Waters, Forests and Fisheries. Now 
SURPRISE: Romania reports in official statistics, many more forests than 10 years ago. Romania has 
changed, by law, the definition of forest which comprise now also the junipers forest, ponds, stream beds, 
rocky, "swamps", "salty scaly" or "borrow pits and tailings deposits". "Reality on the ground is however 
contradicted by official data coming from the National Institute of Statistics (NIS) and also recorded at EU 
institutions. They show that in recent years Romanian forest area has increased. According to the latest official 
statistics, in 2011 the forests of Romania, of 6.36 million hectares, was with 123,000 hectares higher than in 
2002. Moreover, according to preliminary data from the National Forest Inventory which represents "the main 
instrument for assessment of forest resources" in Romania and is established by representatives of Forest 
Research and Management Institute (FRMI) for Ministry of Waters, Forests and Fisheries, forest area of the 
country is even higher than one that was reported by NIS, reaching 6.73 million hectares.” (Varlan, C., 2013)  
From the analysis carried out by external public auditors it was found that the state, through the NFA-
Romsilva, allocate significant resources to forest guard, but however, the volume of illegal logging has 
continued to maintain every year at a very high level. Consequently, failure to hold or organizing / improper 
exercise of guarding and control of duties of forestry activities led to encouraging / perpetuate forestry law 
offenses and illegal trading through cutting wood in the forests state public property. (Accounts Court of 
Romania, 2013) During 1990-2011, the volume of illegal logging in the forests of Romania was maintained 
with some annual fluctuations at a very high level, the most afflicting being state-owned forests. In the period 
2005-2011, there were carried out illegal cutting of trees in total volume of 438,900 cubic meters, of which the 
largest volume on illegal logging occurred in the counties of Suceava - 10,213 cubic meters, Maramureú - 9,542 
cubic meters, Bacau - 7,751 cubic meters, Gorj - 7,686 cubic meters, Arges - 6,160 cubic meters and Olt – 4501 
cubic meters. Statistical data on the volume of wood harvested in 2011 on species and intended use (NIS Press 
Release no. 224 of 26 September 2012) 
Table 4 - Exploited wood volume in 2011 compared to 2010 on wooden species   
 
 
 2010 2011 Differences (±) year 2011 compared to 2010 
 Softwoods 5,000,000 M3 5,662,000 M3 662,000 M3 
 Beech 4,445,000 M3 5,016,000 M3 571,000 M3 
 Oak  1,085,000 M3 1,429,000 M3 344,000 M3 
 Various hardwood 1,255,000 M3 1,453,000 M3 198,000 M3 
 Various softwood 975,000 M3 1,041,000 M3 66,000 M3 
 Round wood-total  12,760,000 M3 14,601,000 M3 1,841,000 M3 
Wood peeling 718,000 M3 804,000 M3 86,000 M3 
Other varieties 772,000 M3 799,000 M3 27,000 M3 
Total  14,250,000 M3 16,204,000 M3 1,954,000 M3 
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Forest exploitation is not reprehensible if is done rationally, wood being a renewable resource.(Wiersum, 
1995) Countries like Austria has an wood processing industry well developed but timber harvesting shall be 
done according to strict rules as there are no thefts of timber from forests.( Hogl, 2005) It shall be  revealed that 
the forest ownership in Austria is over 80% privately owned, leading to greater care on the forest and not to 
irrational exploitation of it acordin to FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. There is 
a social responsibility and also an individual and collective ecological consciousness developed. In Romania, 
there are instead three types of timber thefts from the forest: 1- subsistence theft in undeveloped areas due to 
poverty and lack of jobs there; 2- mafia type theft of wood processors in Romania; 3  mafia type theft of the 
superior unprocessed wood which is exported from Romania to other countries. If to this we add the corruption, 
then it may explain why in Romania stealing wood from the forest, that illegal deforestation increases. In 
another article, a comparative analysis was made regarding legal framework of Romanian Forest fund (The 
impact of national and EU legislative framework on the illegal exploitation of forests in Romania. A 
managerial cause – effect approach). 
4. Status of wood used in wood board industry in Romania compared to Austria 
Table 5 - Approximate calculation based on production capacities on boards industry in Romania and Austria 
 
m3 final product Atro tones m3 wood 
Production 
capacity Austria Romania Austria Romania Austria Romania 
  MDF 950,000 M3 350,000 M3 
      703,000       259,000      1,616,900 M3 595,700 M3 
 OSB   800,000 M3 
               -         592,000      0 M3 1,361,600 M3 
 PAL 2,700,000 M3 2,030,000 M3 
   1,998,000    1,502,200      4,595,400 M3 3,455,060 M3 
 podele (T&G) 150,000 M3   
      111,000               -       255,300 M3 0 M3 
3,800,000 M3 3,180,000 M3    2,812,000    2,353,200      6,467,600 M3 5,412,360 M3 
 
From the data analysis presented in the above table we observe that, despite the fact that Austria has a fund 
of about 3.8 million hectares of forest and Romania 6.5 million hectares fund, woodworking industry to obtain 
wood boards (PAL, OSB or MDF) is more developed in Austria. Out of the 5,412,360 m3 of timber needed for 
wood boards industry in Romania, about 20% are imports (Ukraine, Belarus etc.) so from the domestic 
production are consumed about 4.3 million m3 of timber. At this point, woodworking market in Romania, 
particularly the conifers, is controlled by Austrian firms: Holzindustrie Schweighofer LLC; Kronospan Sepal 
SC Sebes; Egger Romania LLC Radauti; Kronospan Sepal LLC Brasov. Holzindustrie Schweighofer Group 
companies with Austrian shareholder, presents itself as a leader in woodworking industry within Romania and 
95% of raw material required is purchased from Romanian forests. (http://www.evz.ro/defrisari-masive-puse-
pe-seama-gandacilor-885076.html) (EVZ, 2010). 
5. Conclusion 
Out of the 14,601,000 M3 harvested in 2011 only 30% are used in the wood boards industry. The totality of 
wood used in the production of boards in Romania is purchased legally with all necessary documents and 
permits required for its marketing, representing a superior processing wood and a provider of elements for 
furniture and construction industry. The only way to limit such exports is export prohibitions of these raw 
materials (logs and timber, although there is a law repealed by the time of Nicolae Ceausescu, the law 
prohibiting export of raw materials and semi-finished with a low added value) without an important added 
value outside the European Union! 
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